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LvKE 7. verſ: aut: | 
When the Lord [aw her , he had compaſcion on 
her, and ſaydronto her, Weepe not. 


8 HE Prophet "Datid tels 
oa dure for a night, but toy com- 
gay meth in:the- morning : and 
ZE our.Sauiour himſcife pro- 
nounceth a bleſſedneſſc- t6-them that 
mourne, for they ſhall be comforted : which 
comfortable docrine hee hauing imme- 
diatly in the Chapter going before'deli- 
uered in words, he doth now here by his 
deedes, make good on the behalte of a 
poore Widow miſcrably mourning , and 
lamenting for the loſle of the ſtate and 
comfort of her life; her ſonne, her onely 
{onne, now ypon the Bicre, carying to 
the place of buriall : Whom when the 
Lord ſaw, he bad compaſsion on,& c. 

A2 The 


$—— 


7 


A { 


2 ; 
The Lord | This ſhewes ynto vs his po- 
wer :[ ſaw ber]hcre is his prouidence: [had 
compaſsion] here.is his mercy, power, pro- 
uidence, and mercy, meetcall rogether to 


comfort this comfortleſſe Widow, Weepe 
not... His power was ſccne in raiſing her 


dead ſonne- ; his prouidence, in that hec 
ſaw her : his mercy, in commiſerating her 


gricfc; her griefe, and the death of her 


ſonne, workeboth together for her com- 


fort: for the Lord ſeeing her, bath compaſsi- 


on 0n her : And thus are we brought. into 


the Text. 

Which I may fitly terme a Comedy ; it 
begins with ſorrow, and ends with oy : 
acted by.rwo perſons, which I make he 
ewo parts of my Text : * a miſcrable wo- 
 man{[hey] *a mercifull comforter, | The 
Lord.) The woman is a Widow , the 
comforter is Chriſt: The woman acting 


a mournfull Tragedie, Chriſt making it | 


end with a ioyfull Plaudite: In the one 
there is great miſery, in the other, end- 
lefle and boundleſſe mercy: : Great miſc- 
ric; for here is a yoycc. heard. of mour- 


ning, 


RE 
ning, weeping, and great lamentation a 


Widow weeping for her onely ſonne,and 
© could not be comforted, becauſe he was 
not : greater _ ; for Chriſt imeaian 
puts on the bowels of compaſsion, and 
without any intreaty, rcltores miracu- 
loully lifero her ſonne, and ynexpectedly 
comfort to her ſelfe. Firſt, of her, the wo- 
man, and her miſery. 
Touching the biftorie, it ſtandeth 
thus: Chriſt having finiſhed his Sermon 
inthe Mount, he came downe vato the 
citic of ( apernaum, where hee healed the 
Centutions licke ſeruant, and the nexrday 
he went vnto Naim, of which city this 
woman was aninhabitant: as he was en- 
rring into this citie, there mer him agreat 
multitude, carrying a- Coarſe, and this 
woman the mother, attending it with 
weeping eyes, whole miſery, and'cauſe of 
ſorrow will appeareto be iuſt and:great, 
if we doe weigh theſe ſubſequent paſla- 
Ces, 
Firſtrhis [ber:] this woman was not of 
the meanelt orinferiour ſort of the peo- 
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plc of the Citie, whole daily wants and 
neceſlities ſo inures and accuſtomes them 
with patience to bearc many croſles and 
miſeries, inſomuch that ynto them they 
ſeeme leſſe burdenſome: for malt conſnuetu- 
dinem mali amaritudinem adimit. And as they 
that arealwaies accuſtomed to liue in ma- 
riſhand fennie places, are not ſo much 
offended with noyſome foggicſmels , as 
arcthey that liue in a more dclicate and 
pure tract of ayre : So they whom their 
meanenefſle of eſtate and condition, muſt 
many times make to want, yea in their 
greateſt aboundance to be full of wants, 
gocmorelightly away withthe burdens 
of miſcricand misfortune , then ſuch as 
haue theſe outward bleflings of the 
world in greater aboundance. This wo- 
man (I fay) was nor like in any probabi- 
litie ro hauebeene of the meaner and in- 
fcriour ravke; for then ſhee might haue 
beene better able to haue paſſed this ſor- 
row, as necellitie had made her ſubie& ro 
many aformer: but ſhee was of good c- 
ſteeme and account in the Citie, which 

may 


. may bee gathered by this circumſtance, 
that ſhe went nor alone, or with ſomefew 
vato the grauc, but 396- x, a great troupe 
and multitude, which we know is cither 
outof honour and loueto the deceaſed,or 
our of reſpe& ynto the lining : it 
could not bee altogether our of honour 
and reſpect to the dead , for hee was but 
noi 4 Very YOung, man, and not as yer 
of any deſert in the Citie, and therefore 
we may more then probably conieCture, . 
that it was done as-an honour vnto this 
V Vidow, the mother ofthis 'young man, 
being ſome honorable and wel-reſpeted | 
Matron; yet this woman ſhee lofeth her | 

ſonne, The feeleth the ſmarr of miſery. 
To teach vs.this leſſon + Tharrhere is 
no ſexe, no age, no eſtate or condition 
whatſocucr, which is, or can bee exemp- 
red from ſorrow and miſcrie : not onely 
the poore begger thar.hath but from 
hand, romouth, buteuenthegreateſt Po-. 
rentate or Prince that cuer lined, muſt 
haue his cares and cauſes of gtiefe; Croſſes - 
and afflictions arenot tyed of limited' to. | 
ay ; 


6 
any climaic or countrey, toany family or 
kindred : age cannot priuiledge a-man, 
wiledomecannot protect, policie cannot 
preuent, riches cannot.purchaſe immu- 
nitic; but as God cauſerh the Sunne to 
ſhincoucrall cheworld, on the vniuſt, as 
well as on the iuſt: ſo doth he ſend croſles, 
and cauſes of vexation and ſorrow, as well 
to the honourable and rich, as to the 
poore and ignoble. Wee will looke no 
Farcher then to Salomons cenſure of this : 
T ſought in my heart to enioy whatſoeuer was 
had by any of the ſonnes of men ; 1 hane made 
me great houſes, exc. and Whatſoener mine eyes 
defired, I with-held it not from them, Then I 
looked on all the workes that my bands had 
wrought, and on all the trauell I bad laboured 
to doe, and behold, all is vanity and roexation 
of ſpirit. All choſc his delights and plea- 
ſures, riches and treaſures, could not giue 
him ſo much content, as to counteruaile 
the ſorrow, anxicty, and vexation of ſpi- 
rit which he was continually ſubicct vn- 
to. And therefore Lawyers define lite 
by weeping, Thecrying of children is a 


lavy- 
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ſawfull proofe of cbeir liuing, to poſleſſe 
che miſcries of this world : andat ourgo- 
ing out God is faid to wipe off teares,thar 
is, to take away labour and ſorrow to- 
gether. 

Whereby is iuſtly reprooued the won- 
derfull ſorriſhnefſe of worldly men, chat 
dore ſo much yponthe momentary and 
{infull pleaſures of this ſinfull world,and 
looke for no other content , then what 
they make ynto themſclues in the enioy- 
ment of worldly things: Oh thow won- 
derfully haue men their carts glued to c- 
ucry ſmall contentment they finde heere, 
and thinke if they haue gotten much 
goods , and ſtore of treaſure, and hauc 
Lided themſelues with honour and digni- 
tic, that thenthey arc our of the _ of 
croſſes. No,letno man thinke theſe out- 
ward things to be any better then Adams 
figoc leaucs, to hide our nakedneſle, and 
to ſhelrervs from thoſe croſſes, whichare 
incident vato vs. Letno man put their 
truſt in theſe, for they will prooue like 
onto 4 Reede , on which if « man leane, it 

B will 


g- 
will runne into bis hand. | 
Secondlyyas this woman was wealthy 
andof goodeſteeme, ſo ſhee was a wi- 
dow ; {hee had beene before a married 
womal, and as ſhee had participated of 
thoſe bleſſings which attend V Vedlocke, 
ſo ſkee had many times felt tholc cares, 
whichare incident vnto thoſe who haue 
thecareand charge of a Family ; and be- 
ing made a mother, felt no doubt the ' 
trueth of Gods ſentence, I will greatly 
encreaſc thy ſorrow, in ſorrow thaltthou 
bring foorth thy children ; and yet to- 
adde more vnto hey gricfe, and which 
may ſeeme the greatelt griefe of all , her 
huſvand, one halte of hey {elte dycs ; and 
that notin his oldanddecrepit age, when 
all his pleaſure was gone, and life it ſelte 
rowneto bebut labourand ſorrow : but 
inthe flower of his youth, and not lon 
after his mariage, which probably may 
be gathered by this, that hce left but one 
onely ſonne, and this our Sauiour calles 
woke, a yong Stripling , all which muſt 
needs make her widow-hood themore 
EE” oricuous 
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grieuous ( widow-hood in it ſelfe beein 


acroſle greatenough) inſomuch that the 


Prophet Dauid reckoneth , and puts ita- 
mong his Imprecations and curſes on 


Gods and his enemies. Let his children bee Pho: 


 fatherleſſe, and his wife aVidow. So the Pro- 
pher Teremie, Lam.1. 1. Lamenting and 
bewailing, the milcrable cltate of Jeruſa- 
lm, ſpeaketh thus ; How doth the catie re- 
maine ſolitary that was full of people. Shee 
isas a widow: And Chapter 5. 5,Weeare 
fatherleſ$: without fathers ,and our mothers axe 
Widowes : yetallthis while ſhe beares'theſe 
croſſes manfully, ſhe yeelds nor vnto the, 
ſhee breakes nor into open weeping, bur 
comforts her ſclfc, calling ro minde thofe 
many and ſweet promiles , and comforts 
made by God ynto VVidowes : for God 
hath promiſed to defend the farherlefſe 
. and widowes. The Lordyour God is God of 
20ds, Which doth right onto the fatberleſſe an 
1idowes. And Pſalme 14 6. 9.T he Lord kee- 
peth the Stranger he releeu:th the fatherles and 
Tidowes; Yea, the Lord commits the care 


ofthem ynto Magiſtrates,chargingthem 
BF 2 and 


Deut.27.29. 
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andall others, Ex.22.2.2. You fhall not troable 
the widow nor the fatberleſs: childe: yea, the 
Lord out of his loue and care towards 
them, appoints part of the Tythe, for 
their reh1efe. Dent. 14.2.9. Hee would haue 
them to bee remembred in their Feaſtes ; 
Hee menaccth a curſe againlt him that 
wrongeth the widow : Curſed be hee that 
hindreth the canſeof ths ſtranger, the father- 
leſſe, and VVidow. And Teremie 5.2 5.hee 
reckoneth theneglefting of the widow, 
one cauſceof thedeſtruftion of the people. 

VVith theſe and many other promiſes 
which ſhee found in Scripture nodoubt 
burſhee did continually comfort her ſelfe 
in her widow-hood , that though ſhce 
were yong, yet ſhe did notaffect a ſecond 
marriage, and beſides ſhee tooke it as a 
pledge of Gods great fauour vnto ber,thar 

cchad giuen her a ſonne to bee a ſtay, 
and a comfort vnto ber in- hex widows 
hood: But ſee, to adde yermoreynto the 
complement of her miſcric; God, who 
knowes how to give os tearesto drinke.. in 


meaſure, and knowcth beſt when he hath 


laid: 


| 
[ 
] 
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laid ſorrow & affliction cnough ypon his 
children, leaucs not the widow thus.. As 
not ſhee, ſo neither are wee worthy to 
know whereunto.wee are reſerued. This 
her yong lonne dycs, who was the light 
of her eyes, and the ioy of ber life. To 
ſhew vnto vs thus much by the way ;thar 
not onely old mcn mult, butthe yongelt 
that is may dic; wee are no ſooner come 
intothe world, but wee haſten out of the 
world : The pace of death is ſoft and 
ſure, and cucry man is a dying man till he 
bedead. And therefore, wee mult lo ſer 
our mortality before our cyes,as to thinke 
cucry day our lalt day, and labour care- 
fully roredeeme the time ill palt , becauſe {o 
vncettaine is the time of our abode. 

But what had this yong man done,thus 
yntimely to bee cropr oft.in the budde of 
his yceres? Hee was but: wizv« a very 
yong man, as his tender yecres could nor 
patronize good counſel, and want of 
grauiticgiue authoritic to his perſon, to. 
bea prefident of vertue; fo ic is likely he 


was not yet miſled by the errors of youth, | 
B 3 much. 
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much lefſe could hee haue beene a ring- 
leader vnto cuill. Or why thould we lay 
{inneto hischarge, when the holy Gholt 
Jaycs none; but rather charitably,yea con- 
fidently perlwade our felues, that hee 
that was nov about to doe ſo much for 
his body, had before done much more 
for his ſoule. Happily, God rooke him a- 
way, that hee ſhould not fee the euill to 
come. And truely,itthe mother had right- 
ly conſidered this, irhad beene a cauſer= 
cher to mitigate, then any way to exaſpe- 
rate or aggrauate her griete, that God had 
ſortimely thus well prouidcd for her ſon; 
that though ſhehadloſt aſonne,yet hea- 
uen hadfounda Saint, and though hee 
had beene ncuer ſo deare and precious in 
her eyes, yet to hauc "ar | , that ſhee 
had layd op her treaſure in heaven. Had hec 
beenean ynnaturall { ain, aprophanc E. 
ſau, a proud aſpiring A#olon , an viurping 
Adongqah; this might hauc redoubled her 
gricfe, to conſider, thatfrom her loynes a 


| chip ſhould haue beene hewen , ro make 


a fire-brand in hell. Burt to haue a godly 
yong 
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yong Joſiah, to be taken away in his ten- 
der yeeres, that he might not ſee the euill 
to come; might cauſe hey rather tro mag- 
nifie his mercie, then to whine vader the 
rod of correction. And heereof ſhould 
all parents. makea comfortable vic,, when 
atany time God {hall deale with them in 
the like caſe, by remoouing their hope- 
full yong plants, from out of his nurſery 
ofgracehcere.and tranſplanting them in- 
to his Orchard of glory in heauen, there 
to flouriſh as Palmes forcuermore. 

Bur had this her ſonne bintakenaway 
in his infancy, her ſorrow had beenthe 
leſle; thee had luſtained paine and ſorrow 
in bringing him intothe word, care and 
feare in his nurture and education , and 
now that ihee rhought ro haue receiued 
ſome comfort in him, for whom thee had 
often borh*wearied , and diſquieted her 
ſelfe; behold, he dyes, 

Thus it pleaſethy God many times to 
deale with his dearelt children, to lay af- 
fiction after affliction, putting into all 


theircups of coinfort and contentments, 
| bitter 
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bitter drams of ſorrow & gricfe. Whence 
wee may lcarne, firſt how vncertaine a 
thing it is to expeCt any certaine com- 
fort in this world, we areall ſubic& to vi- 
ciſsitude, change and alteration. We mult 
not expect any perpetuity of felicity here, 
leſt wee ſhould forget to looke after any 
other heauen then heere on earth. Doc 
not we ce by experience, thatkingdomes 
haue their declenfions, and Crownes and 
Scepters their croſſes? and ſhall priuatc 
and particular —__ expect greater ſta- 
bility? Secondly,it mult teach'vs how to 
cntertaine comforts, when God ſendes 
them; cuen as the Apoſile bids vs the 
world, fo to Tſe them, as though wee vſed 
them not. So to reſolue of them , as if to 
morrow we were to take our leaues of 
them. As croſſes and affliftions are nor 
of the nature of thole diſeaſes which men 
(hall hauc but once, and therefore wee are 
fo to take our leaue of thetn to day, as to 
morrow to expect their'returne : ſoon 
theother ſide ho comforts which men 
cnioy inthis world, atcnot perperuall re- 


{1denſa- 
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ſidenſfarics,bur cuen like manhimſelfe;of 
ſhort continuance, their dayes are but a 


long, they are alwaycs i tranſit, luddenly 


vaniſhed andgone,and therefore we mult 
rcloluc no otherwiſe ontheircompany, 
then of paſſcngersand'trauailers,heere ta 
day,and to morrow no more feene, | 
Yea, butthis wasnotall, it was not ot- 
ly the frait'of her body that was thus vn- 


© rimely cutoff, butitwas ber my fonne; 
cs, that 


the holy ghoſt cmpharically: ad 
ſhce was a widdow, and this was {wwe ber 
onely begotten-ſonne, [hee neuerhadany 
other, Solum hwnc tn doloribus nonerat, ſoluns 
ſuis laftanerat roberibus, ocither had ſhean 
hopcofmore, for ber husband was dead, 
and this onely1ſon left vnto ber as a pledge 
and remembrance of her husbands louc; 
the ſight of whole loucly face ſhe vicd ( as 
San! did Davids /imulicke) ro drue away 
the vein on of ſorrow and gricfe: 
yea morc, ſhewas not onely hereby deſti- 
rutc of comfore, bur altogether hopeleſſe 
of poltcrity; for this ber ſonne was baces- 
lus ſeneftutis, flirps generis ramuſculus ſucceſs 
| 'S ſeonis, 


_ 


Plales.zg 6. 


= 16 
fonis,and now:theinheritance was left for 
- .=/0 fingers comnherita; Wag norhceracaulc 
ofgri cfc? Iraightfay;almoſtof deſpaire. 

- Tistrue z yet happily God did dealc 
rhus wit-her,ouen becauſe iowas herone- - 
ty fonne, rherebyropuniſh:lome fwanc in 
the mother; 'it may beſhehad taken roo 
much delight inthis ber{onne and there- 
foreGod cauſed her to. fuſttine muchfor- 
rowforhim dead; whom happily liuing, 
ſhedid toomuchattcdt; ber mortherly carc 
was turncd. into. ;an ouer-prized. indhsl- 
penoe;now:God'makes'thar bergreatelt 
ctoſſe;wherin-the expected greatelt com- 
forr; becauſe ſhee made thar her. pride, 
which ſhould hauc'beene hercare: : The 
moſt louely flowers of thearts- dclighting 
toy, cfrſoones prone the yntimely and vn- 
expected {cedesof bitter ſorrow, and God 
willing 'to weane' ourchildithiaffections 
from that ouer-weening opinion we haue 
of earthly deligtits, manytinits ſo brmgs 
ropaſſe;thatingchefruitianof wharrhings 
Set foy-hath abbunded;inche lofſe of che 
fame, our forrow ſhould much more a- 

| WY: p bound. 
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bound. But letnor mee heere lay-openg. ., -. 


pit of deſpairefor-any attflictedſoule;yes 
adde fanneto her ſorrow; the holy Ghoſt 


layes noneto her charge, then why ſhould 
[> bur rather ſay with our Saujour, Nei- | 


cher did this yong man ſinnc,nor this wi- 


dow, but that the workes of God might be ma- tohn g. x 


nifeſt mthem, as hereatter wee {hall hcare, 
Only letthis teach ys Chriſtian wiſdome; 
ſo to temper our affections ma godly me 
diocrity, and ſo difpoſe & order our loue 
and delightin carthly things, char it never 
carry vs boyond Religion, beyondiour 
ſtfes, ſo fhall we'makerhe yoke of Gods 
afflictions eaſtcynto vs, ſo ſhall wee with 
a great deale of patience part: with our 
orearelt and moſt endeared delights. 
Well, admirthis was inflicted on her as 
apuniſhmencfor her {inne, why was nor 
thee ſtrooken with death herlſclte, thatas 
living ſhe could nor expe& many croſles, 
{o being dead,mightneuer feele more fors 
row? No doubt, berlouc was as:greatto 


this her only ſonne liging;and her forrow 


for him dead, as cuer was Dauids to Ab/o- 
Cl 2 lon 
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«Sam. 18, 33. of'vwicn heecry ed, Oh my / one Abſolon, 
: lv linfads Abfolon., would God lhad 
aged for thee. Haditbcen in hcrowne cle- 
Aion, ſhee would hauc redeemed her ſons 
" life withthe loſſe of her owne.. Bur God 
deales many times with his children, as 
wiſe Tutors vato Princes children, ſtrike 
chem whom they molt affe&t,and though 
hee docth not correct them in his wrach 
and furie, yet hechooſcth ſo to ſmite, tha 
ſmart may-longeſt remaine. 

By this rime1thinke you hauc heardof 
amilcrable (Her) a diſtreſſed widdow;and 
you may. wel __ with bex,anddhe with; 

:-Kqg.19.4. Ehiab, Itis enough, O Lord, take wy ſoule. For | 

it:isnot/ro! bee doubted, but.whule ber 
ſonne lay ficke on-his death bed, the mo- 
ther fate: dayly:on or by the bed, with ſad 
hes; with ferucnt and deuout prayers, 
ſoliciting God, that now it was high time 
co. put. to«his helping hand , and to bee 
mindful inthe performance of thoſemoſt 
gracious promiles that he had made. ynto- 
widdowes , that now it was ſcaſonablc to 
make good:that doctrine. which the day 

| bcfore. 
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before he had klucredin words, Bleftd 
are they that mourne , for they ſhall be comfox- 
td, but yer ſhe is notheard,ber ſonne dies: 
By: whoſe death ſhce was plunged into 
ſuch a depth of griefe, and almoſt ſwal- 
lowed vp in agulfe of deſpairc, that now 
{thee Joi 7 no longer conteine, bur needes 
muſt breake foorth into open weeping, 
manifeſtly ſhewing thereby, that cither 
the promiles of God were yaine, and of 

none effect, or that ſhee was caſt off, and 
forſaken of God, and ſo his promiſes did 
in no wifc appertaine vnto Bh for theſe 
two-( widdowhood, and want of iſſue) 
were accounted among the Ifraclites to / 
be twogrear curſes. Yermore,her miſer 
was ſo great, that it moucdalltheCitiero 
commiſcration: for they went our with 
her vnto the graue, andnow therewas no | 
hope of any cffet of Gods promiſes, rou- 
chivg comfort to- this-mournefull .wid- 
dow. 
VVhence-we-may learne, that God - 
doth ſuffer his children many times-to be 


{o much crufhed vnder the. yoke of affli- 
| C9 Ction,;, 
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Aion, and outward crofles in this world, 
that not onely to the eye of men they 
ſcemeto be forſaken, but euen in them- 
felues they feeleno comfort, find no hope. 
Thus was Dawuid many times ſo heauily 
burdened, that hee ſeemed vato himſelfe, 
as though hee were forſaken: Hath the. 
Lord forgotten to be mercifull * hath he ſhut op 
hismercies in difpleaſure for euermore? So 
our bleſſed Sautour himſclfe when hee 
was in the fleſh, felt the hand of his Fa- 
ther ſo heauy vpon him, that it made him 
inthe bitterneſſe and-anguiſh of his ſoule 
to cry out, My God, my God, Why haſt thou 
forfaken me? This is the doing of the Lord, 
and itmay ſceme maruailous in ourcyes, 
votill weconſider the reaſons; which may 
bereduced tothele three heads : 

Firſt, becauſe extremities are the beſt 
tryals ofa Chriſtians faith; ordinary crol- 
ſes, as they arecommon , fois it more fa- 
cile to beare them. To hope well when 
welecno danger, or to beleeue Gods pro- 
miſes, when we ſce thern either alrcadic 


pertormed, orat leaſt a probable and like- 
"3 ly 
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ly meanes:to effect them. it is. eafie, any 
man can docitt butto hope when we ce 
no hope of ſafctic, and to belceue Gods 
faichfulneſſe , when wee ice no other 
meanes, 'but'as to' ray{e children out of 
ſtones; to. fetch water out of a flintic 
Rocke, to hold out a three yecres famine 
with an handfull of: meale ,; and. a little 
- oyle; here indeed isatrucihope,, and a 
nobletryall of a ſtrong faith :- for hope 
that is ſeene is no hope,-and faith groun- 
ded on; or guided by the blind leader of 
carnall reafon;is no faith. This God tryed 
Abrahams faith in that great extremitie, 
when he commanded him to. offer yp his 
onely ſonne.': Thus was" Jobs faith, pati- 
encc, and conltancie tryed by thoſe ex- 
treme croſſes on his bodice, goods, and 
children, God dealeth with his children, 
as Fencers with their {cholers;:they firſt 
begin with wooddencudgels, after they 
gocro weapons with blunced edges and. 
poinrs , and-laftof all; as they-grow;.in 
skill, and ro pur their skill ro the eryall, 


they play ar ſharpe, and many rimes ferch 
blood.. 
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blood. So God inures his children , firſt 
vnto pettic croſſes, and ſo infliteth grea- 
cer and greater, at Jaſt hee will ſtrike with 
the ſharpe, and draw blood from their 
ſoules, onely to try what proficients they 
haucbccnc in the ichoole of faith and pa- 
fence. 

Secondly, becauſchee would make the 
deliucrance the more ioyfull , when ic 
doth come: forthe greater are our affli- 
ions, the greater ſhall be the waightof 
glory, and the more welcome vnto vs: 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning ſinns 
in thegodly : ſo it is truc concerning af- 
fition, God many times ſo bringing to 
paſſe, that where ſorrow hath abound-d, 
there ioy ſhould much more abound: So 
thar afflictions, they arc bur preparatuues 
to greatercomforts. 

Vintners we ſce oftentimes ſet before 
thcir gueits that haue dainty palatcs, bri- 
niſh and falt meats, that ſo their winc 
may haue the better taſte and reliſh : So 
becauſe it'is mans nature too ſlightly to 
eſteeme of the mercies, fauours, and com- 

forts 
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| forts of God, as cither to forget, or to exs 
renuate and lefſen them, hee doth many 
times giue them full cuppes of bitrer ſor- 
row, totheend that they may the more 
highly cſtceme and prize his mercies and 
fauours when he beſtowes them. 

Thirdly, God ſcemes to leaue his with- 
out all hope of comfort, becauſe th 
ſhould aſcribe all the praiſe and honour 
of cheir deltuerance ynto him onely. Man 
isof a dogged nature; asin aduerfitic,like 
the dogge that ſnarles and bires at the 
ſtone, and ncuer lookes to the hand that 
threw it: ſo in proſpcritic, when wee fare 
well, and obtaine any bleſſed and comfor- 
table deliucrance from any cuill, wee ate 
readicpreſcntly to ſhare glory with God, 
ſaying, This hauc I gotten by my care, 
indultric, and wiſedome, or elſe attribute 
it ynto ſecondcaulcs, andneuer looke yp 
yato God to giuc him the gloric, But ler 
vs know, that God is a iclous God, he will 
not parr ſtakes with any man; and there- 
forc he will many times ſuffer vs co finke 


{o low, thatall mcanes in the world ſhall 
D faile, 


3- Pet, 4-12, 


Job 13, 15. 
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faile, before he will raiſe vs vp, to the end 

wemay acknowledge,that God is abou, 

and beyondall meanes. 

Thevleofthis ſhall benone other then 
thoſe words of Saint "Peter, Dearely-belo- 
ued,thinke it not flrange concerning the fierie. 
tryall which is among you , to prooue you, as 
though ſome ſtrange thing were come Onto you: 
bur put on Jobs reſolution, Though the Loyd 
ſlay me, yet will I put my truft in him. 

Thus haue you ſcene a tragicall ſcene 
of ſorrow,perſonared and aCted in andby 
a miſerable and mournful widow,lamen- 
ting the loſſe of her onely ſonne: now we 
arecometo makeit endin a ioyfull play- 
dite, while we looke ypon Chrilt her mer- 
cifull comforter ;for hee ſeeing her, hath. 
compaſſion on her, and ſayth onto ber, V/eepe 
not. Wherein wee may obſerue theſe 
parts: 1. The time: Whenthe Lord ſaw hey: 
2. The authour, The Lord: .z. Twoante- 
cedentcauſes of hercomfort: firſt,Chriſt 
his omnifcicnce or prouidence , hee ſaw 
her; and this I may call the ſecd of her 
comfort : ſecondly, his mercy, be hadcom- 


paſvion . 
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| paſsion on her : and this I may call the 
ground,into which it was caſt, and where 
ittooke roote. 4. The comfort ir ſelfe, 
which is firſt verball onely, Weepenot:and 
here it is ſprung into a blade : Secondly 
rcall; for ſhe recciucd her ſonneagaine,as 
the Hiftory ſheweth : and thus it is 
growne to an carc. | 

When the Lord ſaw her. Was therea time 
when Chriſt did not know ber milcrie? 
no: Chriſt knew before hee came to ſee 
ber, and by his Almighty power, whiles 
| her ſonnelay vpon his death-bed, could 
haue preuented his death, and his mo- 
thers ſorrow, buthe deferres it vantill chis 
time; to teachys this leſſon ; That God a- 
lonebeſt knowes when to wound, and 
when to heale; when to kill, and when to 
make aliue, when to afflict with ſorrow, 
and whento ſend comfort : we are notto 
{imic God to times and ſcaſons, nor yer 
to preſcribeynto him when wee ſhould 
haue deliucrances from dangers , and 
comfort in croſſes and afflictions. My 
rimes ((aith Dawid) thatis, times of proſpe- 
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rity and aducrſuy, are inthy hand: thatis, 
to order and dipole according to thy 
wiſedome, to thy good will and pleafure. 
And thereforc though the Lord may 
ſcema long time not rogiue audience,nor 
yetto behold theafflictionsof his Saints ; 
yetthere wil come awhen,atime,that will 

bring comfort voto them. 
The Lord: Heere is the Author, All 
' true & ſound comfort comes from God 
in Chriſt, and from him oncly is to bee 
expected; hee is the Father of mercies,and 
God of all comfort: it is hee that ſendes 
comfort inafflictions, yealiiein death ir 
ſelfe, by his power and mercy hee {wee- 
tens the bitter waters of death, with the 
wood of his Croſſe, making that whichis 
ſeenc, asthoughit werenot: ſo tharthough 
he hath not taken away death it ſelfe,, yer 
he hath taken away the tyrannicall pow- 
crof death, infomuch that through bim 
wee may inſultingly-ſay, 0h death where 4s 
_ thyſling.Chriſt is the true hearbe of grace, 
which doth mitigatel ifnot wonderfully: 
iwceten) all thoſ: cups of gall and vine- 


ger. 
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cer, which are the portion. and the potion, 
of the children of grace here, before they 
can bethe children of glory.in heauen. 

The Vſe whereof is, firlt, to Rtirre vp 
cucry one of vs,. to ſecke onely vnto God 
for-comfort, and to fatiate and dehighr 
our {clues onely.in him, as in the God of 
all comfort and conſolation : If hee ſend 
vs comfort,if he bethe rocke vpon whom 
wee build our conſolation, no affliction 
can diſcamforrys, no feare can afright ys, 
nor death it ſclte can dilmay orappall vs ; 
 vntohim therefore, and onely.co him, let 
us ſecke for comfort; 

Secondly,heereby is diſcouered and re- 
prooucd, the vngodly practiſe among(t 
many. now adayes, that in the time of 
ſorrow in [tcad of going to God for com- 
fort, they runne a cleane contrary way to 
the deuill. They.will.goeto an Alc houſe 
to drinke away ſorrow,or elſe get them- 
ſclues into ſome-jouiall company, and to 
pafſe away the time. Andſolikewiſe, in 
the time of {ickeneſle, in ſtead of looking 
vpto heayen, they take hell for comfort; , 
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by ſeeking to beguile the time, and paſſe 
js hevedioulaciſ of the paine, Nith 
idletalcs, cardes, dice, or ſome ſuch like 
yanitie. 

Thirdly, ir yecldes matter of comfort 
ynto Godschildren, when they ſhall con« 
{ider that God is their comforter , what 
need they feare, who bee their cormen- 
ror? If wee hadthe keeping of this com- 
fort in our owne handsand hearts onely, 
as Adam had his innocency , wee might 
calily lecſe it as Adam did his, and S4a- 
tay who was cucrenujous of mans good, 
would be ready to picke and ſteale it a- 
way from vs; but God keepes it for ys in 
heauen, andas hee did vnto the children 
of Iſrael inthe wilderneſſe, daily renew 
ſhowres of Manna,ſodoth hediſtill drops 
of heauenly comfortdaily,into the hearts 
of truc l{raclites, in this their wildernefle, 
and vale of teares. | 

Thusof the Author , now of the Cau- 
ſes: The firſt antecedent cauſe,or the ſeed 
ofthe womanscomfort was,rhat the Loyd 
Jaw her. As not ſhce, no more can any 
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Saint of God beein any diſtreſle, but hee 
ſees it,and good reaſon;for be that made the 
eye, ſhall not he ſee > He that made theeare., 
{hall not he heare ? and hee that made the heart, 
ſhall not he -onderſtand the ſorrowes of eue- 
ry afflicted foule? Yes, he ſees, he heares, 
he vnderlitands all. Neither comfort, 
nor bleſling, croſle, nor curſe can come 
ynto vs, but by Gods prouidence and 
fore-ſight : nota haireof our heades can 
be diminiſhed, nor a cubite can be added 
vato our ſtature, without the prouidence 
_ of ourheauecnly Father.” It is neither con- 
{tellation of ſarres, influence of the Ce- 
leſtiall bodyes, coniunions of Planets, . 
nor any ſuch notionall fantaſic of a Ma- 
thematicall brainc , that can worke our - 
wealeor woe. Itisnotthe malice of the 
deuill, or wicked men, can hurt Gods 
Church, or children; for God. ſces, his. 
prouidence is aboue all.. And. this-pro- 
uidence of God, hath as well a reſtray- 
ning, as ordaining power : for if cither - 
ſtrength,or policie, could prevaile againſt 
Gods Church ir could not ſtand, if either - 
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thecurſes of men, or the indeauours of 


the powers of darkneſle ſhould bee cffe- 
ctuall, all would bee hell : bur God ſees, 
and his prouidence diſpoſcth. 

The Lord ſay ber, Hee did not ſhut his 
eyes, nor rurne his backe ypon her, but 
fees ber , takes eſpecial notice of her; to 
reach man what hee ſhould doe, to turne 
hiseyes from bcholding vanitic, & looke 
yponthe poore ſaints of God in milcrie. 
Whar's the reaſon men ſhould now a- 
dayes,ſomuch degenerate fro Chriſt their 
Lord? Men now adayes arc growen like 
the Oſtrich, that while her cgges are in 
the ſand, ſhce will not looke on them; 
ſhee leaues them, ſhe forgets them. When 
theclouds of aducrlticariſc, mens ſights 
aredimmed, they cannot ſage : when Da- 
#id is in aduerſitic, his frinds and bis ace 
graintance ſtand afarre off; Whir's the rea- 
ſon? Surely, men cither hauctheir cyes, 
through {clfc-loucturned inward , onely 
to lookeyponthemſclucs, orcls the pro- 
firs and plcaſures of this world, play the 
Philitinss with Sempſon , cleanc pur our 
their 
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cheir cycs, and ſo they arebecomeidoles; 
eycsthey hauc, and ſcenotthe mileries of 
Godsfaints. Lerfſuch take heed, leaſt ehe 
Lord giue them alſo aſorrowfull mind, and a 
crembling heart, and they looke for comfort in 
ewaine,tull their eyes fall out. Dent.2.8. 61. For 
hz that bideth his eyes from the poore, ſhall 
haue many curſes. 

The Lord/awher : Markcthe gradation 
which hcere the holy Gholt victh, it is 
worch the noting, hee ſpake comfort vn- 
co this woman, YVeepe not. Bur firſt hee 


had compaſsion on h:r, and bcfore hee had 


copaſlion on her, he ſawher; not thatany 
thingin God is firſt orlaft, for all things 
with him arc cocternall, and admit no 

rioriticof.ſubſiltcnce, but onely as hee 
doth atuate them towards men. Firlt, 
hee ſees, then hee is mooued with compaſsion, 
thea he ſpeakes comfort, /Yeepenee. 

To ſthew vsthat God may /ee , though 
hee hauc not compaſiion, hee may haue 
compaſsion though hee doe not preſently 
comfort; if hee comtort not, yer heemay 
hauc compeſsidn ; and though he ſhew not 
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compaſsion, yet certainely hee ſees: which 


may {ſcrue tor admirable comfort to 


Gods children, when the {welling waters 


of ſorrow are cleane gone ouer their. 
ſoules; though the Lord doth not preſen- 


ly ſend thee comfort, yer hee may hauc 
compaſsionon thee;and though as yer hee 
hath not compaſsion, yet certainely he ſees: 
and {ccing thee is a caule to mooue him 
to compaſsion, and his compaſsion will cer- 
cainely in the ende bring comfort. 1 he 
like gradation God vſeth in his juſtice, 


towards {1nners, which may beaterrour 


ro-cucry impenitentperſon; firlt he ſeeth 
their {innes, then his wrath is kindled, 
and his iealoufie waxeth hot, and then hee 
ſtrikes, and therefore though heedoeth 
not plaguea ſinner preſently , yer hee is 
angry, and though hee ſceme not to bee 


angrie, yet certainely hee ſees him, and 


the fight of his finnes. will kindle his 
wrath : and who knowes the power of his 
Þrath ? ſurely it will being a. fearefull 
ement. 
Sccondly,God doth firſt ſee our milcry, 


before 
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before heeis moued with compaſsion , and 
ſcnd comfort ? let itteach cuery Chriſti» 
an that deſires comfort; firſt of all to 
make his miſery knowen vato God, We 
are all beggers, and they we know vſe to 
lay open their vicers and ſores, to mooue 
the pallengers compaſsion. Letys not bee 
fo proud as to ſcorne to lay open our 
wants ynto God, for cxcept God ſee our 
miſery , how can hee haue compaſsion ? to 
conccale thy miſery from God, is to ſtop 
the fountaine & well. head of Gods met- 
cic, The Prophet David proues the truth 
hereof ynto vs, When Theld my tongue, that 
is, while I concealed my miſery, and did 
not make it knowen vnto God, my bones 
conſumed: that is, my ſorrow increaſed, I 
found no comfort, then I acknowledged my 
finne vnto thee, neither hid I mine iniquity, for 
I thought , 1 will confeſſe againſt my ſelfe my 
wickedneſſeconto the Lord,and thou forgaueſt 
the puniſhment of my finne. Vpon his con- 
felf1on God ſaw his miſery ; ſeeing it; was 
moucd with compaſſion ; and this brought 
comfort. It was his praCtiſe: for Pſal.y 1. 
E 2 bctore 
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before, in the 12, yerſc he prayes , Refiore 
 eontome the iog of thy ſaluation. In the 5 .ver/. 
he firſt inuites God to ſeeand looke vpon 
his miſery, "Behold, I was borne in iniquity, 


'  andin finne hathmy mother conceiued me. God 


grant the like practiſe may be ours; 

The Lord {aw her. God hath a.foure- 
fold eye: Firlt of Maielty , Secondly of 
TIuſtice, Thirdly, of Prudence, Fourthly, 
of Compaſsion. With thefirit he lookes 


on himſclfc only, and this no man can (ce 


andliuc,as God told Moyſes. With the ſe- 
cond hee lookes vpon ſinne and ſinners, 
and this isan eye of terror,it ſparkles with 
fire of:reuenge, in regard whereof, cuery 
man hath caule.to pray, Tarne thy face 4- 
Tay from-our fines. With the third, hee 
lookes on all his workes, and by it hee or- 
dereth all things in weight and meaſure. 
With the fourth, he lookes on the father- 
leffeand widdowes,andall his poore and 
necdie Saints: forſceing them, hec hath 
compaſſion on them, and they like the 
Sunne- in the Firmamentigiues both life 
and lightto allſublunary bodies , by this 
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is cuery afflicted foule abundantly reioy- 
ced, and inuited with boldnefle ro come. 
vnto the Throne of grace, and cry Abba, 
Father. And for this may cuecry ſinner 
ſafely pray, Lord ſhew vs the light of thy 
countenance. Gracioully looke ypon our 
afflitions, Pitifully behold the {orrowes 
of our hearts. And with this eyedidhee 
looke on this widdow : for ſeeing her, he 


had compaſsion on. her. Heere is the ſecond - 
antecedent. cauſe of this womans com 


fort, and may be called cauſa ſubalternata, 
asLogicians terme it, becauſe 1tis both an 
effect, and a cauſe, an eflee}, in refpeCt ir 
proceeded from Chriſt his ſeeing her; and 
a _cauſc, in that it-produced and effeRed 
her comfort.. Firſt let vs conſider it an 
effe& : Chriſt did-nort fee her in miſery 
and paſſe by her without any regard, bur 
za; puts onthe bowels-of compaſſion, 
and is touched with the ſence of her for- 
row, when he /aw, he had compaſſion on ber, 
The Pricit may ſce the wounded man, 

and paſſe by on the one {1de, the Leuite 


may come neere the place, gocand looxe,. 
3 | on; 
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on him,and paſſe by on theother {1de,but 
the good Samaritane Chriſt Icſus, when he 
ſees him, be hath compaſſion on h1m. 

The vſe hereof is for exhortation,with 
thoſe words of the Apoltle, Let the ſame 
minde be in you that was even in ( briit leſus. 
If wee are Chriſtians , let vs imitate our 
Maſter Chriſt Iefus. Hee ſaw ber , bur 
what manner of fight was this? There is 
agood fight, anda bad ſight. Thegood 
{ight is thiceefold, Firſt , of diſcretionor 
diſcerning, Second, of contemplation. 
The third, of commileration; the laſt is 
the belt, eſpecially whenit hath the miſe- 
ry of Gods Saints for i'ts obic& : and rhe 
brighterour eyes arethus to ſce,theneerer 
weecome to God the Father, who is the 
God of mercy; and to God the Sonne,our 
Lord and Maſter, who neuer ſces his ſer- 
uants in miſcry, buti-n", hath compaſsion 
onthem, and to God the holy Gholt, who 

is the comforter. But men now adayes arc 
quicke f{ighted , but ſlow to hauc compaſ- 

fron. They ſee as ('bamto deride, as Mi 

chalco mocke,as Tobs fricuds, to cſpic out 

| their 
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their ſinnes, to aggrauate their infirmi. 


ties, to adde to their [orrow,, to trample 
yader their feete the comfortlefle and de- 
iected ſoulc, inſtead of powring wine and 
oylc into their wounds like Chriſt, like 
his tormentours giue gall and Tineger to 
-arinke. Is this Chriſtianiſme? t's contrary 
ro the practiſe of Chriſt. Is ir Religion? 
no; for pure Religion before God the Father, 
i to ifat the fatherleſſe and viddowes in their 
aduerfity. Surely then we may conclude, 
thar more bearethe name, then haue na- 
ture from Chrilt; moreprofeſlc,then pra- 
ctile Religion; otherwiſe how can vvce 
behold the miſery, of Gods Church and: 
children-vvithourt.compaſſionate, and re- 
lenting hearts? How can welee the atfli- 
tions of Toſeph, and ytt drinke Wine in: 
bowles,and ſing to the ſoundof the vial. How: 
ran wee ſee thoſe Foxes which deflroy the 
@ineyard;and not be moued with com pal- 
fion to pray vnto our Spoule to take them £ 
How can wee ſee that:man of perdition 
Sampſon-like ſend Foxes with firevrands: 


in their tayles into the Lords corne, and: 
| ' not” 


not be moucd with compaſsion to pray ou. | 
ro the Lord of the harueſt? How can we ſee 
in our neighbouring countreycs abroad, | 
the beauty of Sim to beedefaced, and her 
walles beaten downe almoſt cucn with 
che ground, and not be moued with com- 
paſston, nor bane ary pity on the duft thereof ? | 
Lervsbewareleſt the like happenynto vs, 
and there bec none to pity , nor to hauc | 
compaſſion on vs. How can we at home | 
ſee ſo many poore,needy,naked,ficke,and 
 comfortleſle Chriſtians lic in miſery and 
want, and we paſleby like ſo many Pricſts 
and Leuites vvithout any remorſe, any 
compaſsion ? Bleſſed are the mercifull, for they 
ſhall obtaine mercy : mercy and compaſſion {| 
itis one badge of a truc Chriſtian hcere 
on earth, by this ſhall men know that you are 
my diſciples , if yes loue one anorher. lt isthe | 
only Brand-mark har Iread of, by which 
Chriſtat the laſt day ſhal know the ſheep 
from the goats , Come yee bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, for I was hungrie andyee fed mee, naked, 
and yee clathed mee, in priſon and yeervifited 
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J9 
He badcompaſiion onher : Now confi- 

dcrirt, as it was a cauſcof her comfort, or 
as.theground whercinto the ſeed of her 
comfort was caltand tooke root. Chriſt 
was not ſcntvnto, to come to rayſ[cher 
dead ſonne, and being come, was not in- 
treated or ſued Sans, 6 voluntarily,and 
out of his owneaccord; for hee was mo- 
ued with compaſsion, t was his mercy and 
compaſsion that was the cauſc of her com- 
fore. Totcachvs,firſt, thatwhart bleſſing 
or comfortſocuer cither ſpirituall ortem- 
porall weenioy , Gods mercy isthe cauſe. 
of it. It muſt bee his mercy alone, that 
mult fcoffe vs in all bleſſings and come 
forrs whatſocucr,and except thismercy of 
God in Chriſt, feoffe ys in bleſſings and 
comforts, as our fins do in croſſes & cur- 
ſes wee periſh, Secondly , that God of 
himſclfe is fo ready to ao mercy that 
before we callbe will anſwere ; and whiles wee 
ſpeake, bewillbeare : he loues not onely to 
exceed our {innes, but our very deſires in 
mercy.Thirdly,we may ſce the gradation 
of Chriſt his loue to his ſaints,deſcending 

F pon 
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vpothem by a ladder tro heauen, by three 

. ſteppes or rounds: * in heart, *in word, | 
: indeed :in heart, for he hath compaſsion : 
in word, with a nol flere, weepe not : in 
deed, for hee reſtored her dead fonne to 
life, bur firlt itbeginnesar the heart. Phi- 
lolophers reach vs, thar life nacurall tirit | 
begins at the heart; ſo grace, the life ſpiri- 
zwall, is firſt feared in the ſoule;the hearr 1s 
firſt moouecd to compaſsion, then the roung | 
ro pitic : for (ex abundantia corats ) out of the | 
abounaance of the heart , the tongue ſpeaketh;, 
and hee that hath not a compaſſionate | 
hearr, cannot haue a pirifull rongue, bur | 
from the teeth ourward,and not to ſpeak« | 
comfortably, or ſhew comfort, by word 
or deed, or both, is an cuidenr {tgne ofa | 
hard heart ; and from hardneſſe of hearr | 
good Lorddeliuer vs. 

You haue heard the cauſes of her com- 
fort,Chriſt his ſeeing her, & Chriſts com- 
paſsi0n0n ber, now hearethe effect of both, | 
be ſaith onto her, /Yeepe not. Hee [ay her: {| 
here the comfort was burin the ſeed. Eee 
had compaſsion-: there the ſeed was cal! in- 
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ro the ground, ad tooke deepe toote, 
FVeepe not : here itis ſprung into a blade, 
This good Samaritan Chrilt Iefus, con- 
renteth nor himſelfe to fee this wounded 
woman, (for indeed ſhe had a wounded ſpi- 
rit) and to haue compaſsion on her, but goes 
vnto her, bindes vp her wounds, pourcs 
wine and oylc into them, and takes care 
for her farther comfort, weepe not. To 
reach vs, that it is not ſufficient for vs, 
when we ice any 18 miſcric, onely co bee 
moued with compaſhon, bur wee muſt 
{peake ſome words of comfort in due ſeaſon: 
it is the Apoſtle his rule, our tongues muſt 
vtrer the tender affections of our hearts; 
and our hearts, as they arc, or ſhould bee 
the ground, where mercy mult roote, 
mult ſometimes (hew,thar there is life, by 
tending foorch lome buddes into the 
tongue, Whichis the hearts beit interpre- 
rer, and commonly {peakes the language 
ofthe heart ; if the heart conceiuecompaſ- 


ſion, the rongue mull verer weepe nor. 


PPependt, Here comes our Sauiour 


now,and makes good in petformance his 
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comfortable doctrine; which was im 
words and promiſes ; Bleſſed are they thar 
mourns : hee comes with a towell in his 
hands, and wipes away the briniſh teares 
from theblubbered and furrowed cheeks 
of this forrowfull widow, and turnes 


 herſadneſſe into gladnefle, her falting in- 


ro feaſting; her ſobbes and lighes, into 

ſongsand prayles of deliucrance: ſuch is 

the power, prouidence, and mercy of our 

gracious Lord, and mercifull Sauiour, to 

rayſe vp ynto his children in the middelſt 

of foror ſudden and ynexpeted com- 
Ort. 


But here ſome fad deicted Chriſtian; 


co-partner with this widow in the ſame 
orlike cauſe of griefc, may yet refuſe to 
becomforted, and iuſtifie both the cauſe 
and aCt of ſorrow : for the Prophet Eſay 
complained in his dayes, that the righteous 
man periſhed, and no man confidered it in his 
heart: beſides, it isnotfound through the 
wholeſacred Storicot our Sauiours life, 
char euer hee was ſeene to laugh, burto 


5 
weepeoften :and beſides all, this woman 


loſt 
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loſt her:ſonne, and bt a {enſlefſe: 
ſtupiditic in her, not to hauc mourned, 
would -haue argued nor onely want of 
loue, but of nature and humanitie; or to 
hauc had #<#%», courage aboue and be- 
yond the {trength'of nature: for how qui- 


et ſocucrthe moral! Doctors haue made 


themſclues , yet their rules haue neuer 
counteruailed all their troubles. The wi- 
{et andmoſt reſolute Moraliſt that cuer 
was, look't pale, when he wasto taſte his 
poyfonfull Hemlocke, and why ? becauſc 
ro gricuc atctoſles, and to feare death 1s 
naturall, is tobcea man; why then doth 
our Sauiour forbid her, ſaying; YYeepe nor. . 
We mult know forall this, thatthe God 
of nature will haue vs ſometime; { though 
not to deny ) yet to curbe nature; and - 
grace mult teach vsto doe that ſometime - 
which nature cannot, for courage and 
conltancieagainlt all croſſes, and then ro 
be leaſt ſhaken, when moſt aſſayled,com- 
meth from the rules of an higherart then | 
naturall wiſedome was cuer able to-teach. 


Not that grace would make a man not be : 
8. > affca.. 
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affectionate, as not to mouth With ther 


chat mourne,and weep withthem that weepe; | 
for cuen this is a leſſon which eucry man | 
mult learncinthe ſchooleof grace; Sup 
re vs to moderate the inordinate, and 
ouer-paſlionvate affections of nature, that 
they ſhould not mearne as men without hope, | 
fer them thar ſleepe in the Lord, 

Weepe not. Here (mec thinkes)I ain ta- 
ken with admiration, to conceiue in what 
amazementthis ſorrowfull ſoule, and all 
the mournfull company ftoad, ro fee one. 
filly man,, and that a {tranger, to come | 
with ſuch a ſong of melody into a houſe | 
of mourning, and to preſent fuch a diſlo- | 
nant and diſcording ditticto fo dolefull a 

tunc, and yer I cannot chuſe but admire | 
morc,how ſuddenly their ſorrow was tir- 
ned into comfort, and mourning inte | 
mirth ; while I conſider, who ir is rhat | 
layes vnto her, = not, Tox bominem ſ6- | 
nat, oh Deng certe, the found of the voyce 
bewrayes him to be a man, bur the mar- 
tcrthat he ſpcakes , mightily declares him to 
be the Sonne of God, God ſpcakes by his 
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Sonne, the brigheneſſe of his glory , and 
the cygraucd forme of his Perſon, out of 
his Word vnto all, both good and bad: 
but itis not the found of the voyce of 
God, bur tae matter which he {pcaks, thar 
argues loue; he may ipcake ynto an enc- 
mie as Yato Satan , Suran whence commeſ# 
thog? 106 1. inanger,as vato Adam, when 
hecalled him to an account, 4dam where 
art tbou? Gen. 3. He ipcakes peaceto none 
but to his owne : itis vato them and vn- 
to their foules that he fayes, [amihy ſalu- 
tion: It is with them that hee doth indent, 
I will be their Ged, and they ſhall be my people: 
and happy that ſoule vnto whom in the 
middelt of ſorrow, Chrilt thall vtter this 
comfortable voyce, Weepe not. 

The Church of God is compared to a 
thip ſayling on the ſea; every Chriſtian 
is a paſſenger in this Veſſel}, Chriſt isrhe 
Pilot and Steeres-man, he {1:11 tits at the 
LHelme, lecthe weather be neucr {o foule, 
ictthe ſea and waues of crofles riſe one 
Vpon another vith ocuer foci twellng 
{arges, yer if my Sauiour ſay. vato my. 
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 ſoulc, I amthy ſaluation, I will ncuer del- 


paire, if my {tceres-man fay vato.mee as. 


vnto his Diſciples; Feare not , O yee of litle 

faith, thatlittle faich I haucſhallmakeme 
ſo confidentas notto bediſmayed, ifmy 
Sauiour meete mee , though not in the 
fleſh, yer but in his word, as he doth here 
this comfortlefſe widow with a noliflere, 
Teepe not, though he take away from mee 
facher or mocher, brother or ſiſter, my 
ncareſtanddcareſt comfort in the world, 
I will not mourneas without hope, bur 
comfort my ſelfe in his comfortable pro- 
miles. 

Thus hauc you ſcenea ſorrowfull mo- 
ther, following herdead ſonne with tearc- 
dewed CI multitude at- 
tending this penſtue widow,a compaſlio- 
natc Lord ſopping their mouthes', wi- 
ping their eycs,and cheering theirhearts, 
with a comfortable jolt flere, VYVeepe not. 
But thisis not all, lctme adde ſomething 
farcherthen my Text, yetnot beyond the 
Text, for tis inthe Hyſtory hee gauc her 
ber ſonnealiuc againe; and thus 6 blade 
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isgrowneto an care, from averball to a 
reall comfort. To teach vs firſt, thar it is 
not ſufficientforys to hauca tender heart 
and a bemoaning tongue, to thoſe that 
ate in want 11d miſcric , but our handes 
muſt beinlsrged,our hearts towards poor 
needy Chril:1ans matt beſo affeted, that 
ſome wore of charuic and mercy, mighe 
be effected. | 

Secondly, and for concluſion of all, 
whereas this woman in the depth of her 
ſorrow found comfort, and the yong 
manin the mid{t of dearth found life , we 
may learne, that both to live, and to liue 
comfortably, are in , and from (,bris 
alone. 

But ſome ſorrowfull foule may yer 
farther obieCt and reaſon,thar well mighr 
this woman receiue a great deale of com- 
fort, for thee had the reall and bodily pre- 
{ence of her bleſſed Sauiour , whoſe yery 
lookes were able to reuiue a drooping 
and languiſhing foule; and befides to his 
preſence, he annexed his Power, miracu- 
louſly raiſing her dead ſonne to life , and 


thereby vacxpected comforr to her ſelfe, 
G but 
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but now Chrift is aſcended into heauen, 
and there (hall remaine ll his ſecond 
comming; belides miracles are now cea- | 
{cd, how then ſhall I by chis example any 
whit comfort my lelfe ; how ſhall I ex- 
pect reſtitution of my loſle, reſtauration | 
of my comfort. 

I an{were, theſe doubts proceed but 
from the weakneſle of our faith; ſhall che 
cycs of the body miniſter comfort to 
the ſoule, and {hall notFaith rhe Eye 
of the foule doe much more? Rubbe 
bur rhe ſcales of infidelitie from theſe 
eyes; and then, cuen now by faith thou 
mayelt fcc thy Sauiour , ſitting ar the 
right hand of God, making continual! 
interceſſionforthce. Bur why doclI grant 
that (hriſtis abſent from his Church and 
children ? Hee is not; as Abraham in the 
Parable anſwered Diues , They haue Mojes 
and the Prophets, {o I ſay , wee haue ( brit 
{til!;haue wenor his ownve promile : Loe, 
Tam Wwithyou tothe end of the world, Doth 
hee not daily {peake ynto our foules, by 
the Spirit,the Comforter, andtoour cares 
by his holy word, as comfortably as cuer 

hee 
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9 
heedid vnto this woman, when hee fayd 
vnco her, VVeepe not. May not wee daily 
hcare him ſay; ©Bleſſed are the poore in ſþt- 
rit; Bleſ$ed are they that mourne for they 
ſhall bee comforted; ( ome Tinto mee all yee 
that are heauy iaden, and Iwil'refreſh you, and 
you ſhall find reſt onto your ſoules. As for 
the comfort this woman had, by the rai- 
{1ng of her dead ſonne, know, that this 
was buta temporall and thort life, and 
when hee badde her not to weepe , this 
comfort was as ſhort, if not ſhorter then 
the former; for certainely afterwards ſo 
long as thee liucd, ſhee would hauecaule 
to wceepe, by daily renewed cauſcs of ſor- 
row. But wee howlocuer wee looſe our 
friends now,ſhall one day ſeca more bleſ- 
{cd raiſing of them, neuer any more to 
bee devrmed of their ſocietic: andthen 
ſhall Chriſt pronounce words which ſhall 
bring more durable comfort then theſe 
to this woman, for then thall all teares bee 
Wiped from our eyes neuerto feele more ſor- 
row. Till which time the Lord gue 
vs grace to liuc religiouſly, and to wait. 


patiently, 
FINIS. 


